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Justice decrees ; the sovereign stamp of State
Whose ratifies bevond repeal, .
Attests mﬂeneo inviolate, 4
'?';hold the :fnqt o{ a nation’s weal—
e potent balm a chronic wrong to heal—
The peaceful triumph of endurin %ighl
O’er stubborn circumstance andg arty zeal—
The charter of a race, inferior hight,
Compelied, Ul uow, w grope in doletul civil
night!
Erewhile, defied, a haughty nation spoke ;
A loyal host uprose with prompt accotd,
And 'mid the thunder-clash of war awoke
Four million slaves; yet not by might of
sword
Their fetters fell—'twas by a ic word.
Be man's the deed: but lo! by will of Ged,
The trampled reed, thus plucked, tho' erst
ignored,
Became, at once, a timely scourg‘;g-

rod
And staff wherewith a toit'ring 1
withstood !

te its fall

'Tis past. The moulding hand of Time hath
The nation's wounds. The dark, voleanic

in heroic legions rushed and reel
s and reeled
‘m'.au of gore, 'mid flameé and frantic

speech
Of arms, to death, hath closed. The rivals

Still mourn their slain, tho’ not with loud
lament
Convulsing .earth’s and heaven's farthest
. reach;
While evergreens and marbles cloquent,
To pilgrims, mark the martyr-host’s lone tene-
ment.

'Tis past. The victor and the vanquished now
Unite in holier bonds than those of yore;
Where felled the sabre, glides the peaceful

Klonsb,

But helot-tears enrich the so0il no more.
Unbound, yet still debarred and insecure,

Their strength was silence. Justice, long

Is not thmﬁy dethroned, but doubly sure.
For her they've groped, and with the dawn
surveyed
The prize, for which, thro' woful years, they've
yearned and prayed.

Their lowly prayer is heard ; behold! “once
re

mo

The nation speaks—it is the voice Divine!
Majority enacts; no clash and war

Of fratricidal arms the just desi

Frustrate ; but legislative pens define
And ado of the civie creed—

A truth that God and conscience e’er enjoin,
But erst, alas! 1_t':l:m:m-ed, belied in deed,
The equa'irl:g}to men, whate'er-their state or

'"Tis done : and now Columbi;'.s warrior chief,
Whose stainless laurels deck the chair of

state,
Proeh%::in,fud thus completes, by mandate
e
That El:iﬂ:‘teous scheme whose consummation
al

Denied the sainted martyr-magistrate.
"Tis done. Throughout the land, from freed
and free, .
Soul-stirring quick reverberate
A million-voiced response—a jubilee
Canght up by millions more in isles beyond the gea.

In Southern town—in Northern capital—
Where'er the swarthy race be found, appear
The festive throng, or blithe processional—
The transient tokens of a lasting cheer;
While graver souls, no less in joy sincere,
'Round lowly altars, d Te Deums raise,
And hail the day, invoked persistent there,
With thanks to Him who in mysterious Ways
His mighty ends attains—who only merits praise.

And myriads lowlier still—yet not so low
In heart, but that this universal glee

Elates their simple souls with thrilling glow—
In loft and cell, beem've exultantly
'I'hlt:hlch' y long dreamed, they never hoped

see.

Far off, on old plantation-haunts, in cot

o And manse, low bends the . lhsl]knee 3
nce more great tidings cheer each lonely spot

Where gloom no longer broods—where ettl;:s
are forgot.
Baut hark! what are those tidings great >—and

This wide, 1'spom.aneom joy—these scenes

unique ?
What potency--high auspice rare, hath wrought
These demonstrations? Sure, no valgar

freak
Of Fate this lowly zeal and stir bespeak ?
No—'tis a prime event—a crisis vast
Whose antecedent one in vain may seek
On Time’s earth-circling seroll—a mighty cast
That elevates a race,-and sinks a baneful Past.

Yea! they announce the Negro's civil birth ;
Or, best, his legalized majority— .
The judication of his claims and worth—
: Hisﬁgttolive to act, to rule, and be
What Nature willed—to have what eguity
privilege to shape and share
A common weal reared on his migery.
Henceforth he treadsa new and nobler sphere,
Wherein there’s all to hope and gain—scaree-
aught to fear.

It is an epoch grand—a solemn move
That tarns & mighty nation’s swift career—
A fact that truth and reason must approve,
Of vaster sign and scope than do appear—
To higher ends the destined pioneer.
It is the moral triumph of an age
with staid refortus; yet, these declare
fRing stage,

> .

No like advance on life's e'er-
Nor leave so brilliant marks on Time's illustri-
ous page.

It is & boon of Liberty—the act
That solves a‘problem vexed and intricate, —
The Statesman’s fond Ideal shrined in Fact,—
The mended Keystone in that arch of State,
Wkose living span, thus capped must soon
or late
Ewmbrace a hemisphere. Yet, 'neath its dome
Cemented with their bloo&, and tears, and

sweat

The tv;.rliny race no shelter had—no room

" Where !;::m:‘n outcasts found an ever-ready
ome.

But now, st last, the glorious arch complete—
Its grievous flaws repaired—the rubbish
cleared

1

Lo! ina sacred miche—the very seat

Where erst the traitor-anarch sat and dared !
_ Appears one of that elass by Mercy spared
The direr fate the dread oppressor planneg:

The herald of his race, he but prepared

The advent of this proclamation grand,

Whose cheering echoes now vibrate frowm land to

Well done, Columbia! by this master-stroke,
Thou hast not merely paid anancient score,
Nor filled & void, nor raised a galling yoke,
But from thy scutcheon hast forever more
Erased an odious stain. Now may’st thou soar
Above thy sister Pow’rs, and urge thy boasts
To be more free than they, more firm and pure;.
On whitened wings survey thy wide-spread

With pride ; thou’st nothing lost ; thou'st gain'd
effective hoste.

Tlton'a;;le&decmd 3
"Twas all the Negro crfj ed, nor sirove to
win ‘
What none but foes allege, and idiots dread.

If “‘men are equa! born'’—in blood akin,
Why need the Negro seek to ** change his
skin 7’

r not thou'st been

Nay, rather, let him prove himself the man,~
not sink his ine apd origin. |
u'st given the means; now, if indeed

th :
Let Pride ::de;’:ejndicc maintain their worth-
less ban. .
And thon, O Race! no longer freed but free,
Arise! go forth and vind mii right.
“)’Plltnf‘;oﬂov; D:rh:mﬁnn'; o'er thee
fer ghastly pall
Hath mes—nui fo 5
&hﬂd m Oppom
Hath c;o;:,&-nd dawns thy Fature clear and
Abide! Ghoa'st saraed & Mt findumity 3
Advancs! be faithfal, firm, discreet,—a Unity.

.

tis nolonger night.
.
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The Liberty of Mind.

BY E. R. N.

they be conternplated in the atom that is im-
perceptible to the unassisted sight, or in the
immense world that sets at nought the grasping
power of vision—in the palypus, that possesses
but suflicient vitality to preserve it from cor-
ruption, or in the chimnge!. whose mysteri-
ous essence, triumphing over aunihilation and

boundary bat that of eternity—all are resolva-
ble into two—the spiritual and the material.

velopment. * The spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters:” and sought to mani-
fest itself farther by finding, amid the incon-
gruous mass of pre-creation, the germ of a new
existence.

Within the reach of cur immediate observa-
tion, the human mind is the representative of
spiritual existence ; the globe, upon which we
live,is the symbgl of material being. Here,
too, we recognizé the dapremacy of spirit.
Taking the earth as it came from the hand of
its Maker, the mind of man has entirely remod-

"1 healthfal currents of the soul.

l:.ut,'!o! the glorious Light |
r

ing forth its hidden resources, ani stamping
itself upon its every part, has transformed it
into a mighty mirror, in which the original
elements are but dimly seem, and from which
is reflected the image of the potent magician,
that wrought the change. By triumphing over
all the obstacles of space, and converting the
rude and unshapen materials which are afforded
it, into structures of grandeur and beauty, it
has shown that the Genii flights and gorgeous
creations of Or.ental Tales arescarcely fantas-
tic vagaries.
has realized the fable of the Titans; and Art,
the offspring of Earth, now dares dispute the
rod of empire with Natare, the child of Heaven.

Since both those states of existence enter
into the constitution of man; and sinée mat-
ter appears upon the stage of being merely as
a medium for the manifestation of spirit, it
follows that the development of humanity is
the development of mind. For this develop-
ment the great condition is—absolute liberty.
It is true that theories have, from time to time,
been promulged, which, professing to aid the
onward progress of humanity, weuld chain down
thought and establish servitude throughout
the entire domain of mind. Such theories may
appear beautiful ; but their beauty is that of a
sun-reflecting iceberg ; and while they attract
our gaze, and arouse our admiration by the
rainbow tints that play upon their surfaces
they may be insidiously congealing all the
The flashes of
genius may shed a halo round them ; but, like
brilliant axﬁnlqtions engendered in corruption,
they retain, in the midst of their lustre, the
traces of their noiseme birth-place. Intro-
duced into practice, they would convert science
into a tideless and stagnant sea. Man, revel-
ling in all the sensualities of the ancient Sy-
barite, or erushed beneath the iron heel of the
despct, would float upon its slimy surface, a
stench in the nostrils of Deity.

speculations of tyrannists, the mind claims to
itself absolute liberty as the condition of its
appropriate action. It knows that freedom is
necessary to the complete exercise of any
power. It recognizes initself the type of that
great primal Power, the Creative Energy, which
| moulded systems of worlds replete with har-
mony and beauty from out the indescribable
elements of Chaos—it regards itsell as the
‘Pomethean spark derived from the eternal Sun
to light up the altar-fires throughout every de-
partment of art, science and industry. Hence,
it demands this, the requisite to all action ;
and, not only does it demand it in thander-

| tones, but in its own native energy it dashes

into notkingness all the fetters which an un-
holy bigotry, or a cringing servility to time-
honored institations, would impose upon it.
Through a long and soul-wearying course of
time, the plots of tyrants may have been thick-
ening, and they may have thought that the
trammels of a thousand years had completed
the work of degradation. But the mind, like
Marius amid the Carthagenian ruins, will still
stand with determination depicted upon its
brow, and hope gleaming from its every linea-
ment ; and when, like him, it comes back to its
old domain, it will return triumphantly, crush-
ing every power that attempted to enslave it.
Glance for a moment at that period of intel-
lectual night, the Middle Ages—that dark time,
when science gleamed in weak and fitful flashes
from the gloomy recesses of the cloister—when
government was a solemn mummery, in which
a few titled dignataries but gave a nod, and
millions trembled—when religion smiled like
a seraph or glared like a demon at the
will of a designing priesthood. In such a
state of society, when the manifestations
of mind, whether in science, politics or the-
ology, were required to be. embodied in dog-
mas which had received the sublime approba-

| tion of the Conclave, or the infallible sanction

of some episcopal council, it is evident that
there could have becn no mental progress, and
consequently, that humanity must have re-
mained at a stand-still.

Did the mind econtinue to cower under this
priestly despotism ? Look at that whirlpool of
flame that dashes over the Old World, threaten-
iog to engulfl all the institutions of men in its
terrific vortex. It is the bursting forth of mind.
Onward it swoops in its devouring course. But
the great and the good in human nature come
forth, like the Hebrew children from the Chal-
dean furnace, unharmed by the fires that
threatened their destruction. Science once
more attempted to rend the veil from the mys-
teries of mature. Religion again directed its
prayers to the one pure and infinite God, and
recogznized im Him the only object of adora-
tion. The once king-ridden rabble, now eleva-
ted to the rank of a [ree people, pressed around
the ihrones of fallen despots, and wrested from
their Lands the transcripts of that charter of
manhood which is stamped in indelible charac-
ters upon the heart of bumanity.

It is a matter of general observation, that
unbounded license is a characteristic of the
action of awy power which has suddenly freed
itself from undue restraint. It ought not,
then, to excite wonder, that, in process of time,
the mind rushed from one extreme to the other;
from despotism to anarehy ; from superstition
to atheism; from groveling ignoranee to a
seience that would frame the world snd explain
all things without any reference to an over-
ruling Providence, and, with but little regard
to the rights of man. But, even in the midst

of its excesses, the mwind recognized no re-

All the various modes of existence, whether |

‘tablets of the Everlasting, and stamped with

elled it ; has infused itself into it ; and by draw- |

By its stupendous executions, it |

But in despite of all the vain and I:rillim:n.I

straining authority. Tlhe only tribunal belore genias of every mind,
| which are arraigned its uctinne, ig within its in one mental concourse, which will be an act-
. own bosom. Whether its manifestations pro- ing power in the progress and prosperity of
 geed gently along, like the Pactolus, to enrich our paople.

the world with its golden treasures, or dash by,
like the dark and tarbid waters of Marah,
spreading mental disease and moral desolation, |
it acknowledges in no cxternal power the right

| to stay its progress.

As the excesses of mind, in a great measure,

| it, it follows that, with the suppression of those |

restraints, the excesees will proportionately
cease. And when the purifieation of seciety,

piercing through myrinds of ages, Ynows no | which is now woine on will have cama 4 that |

happy termination which is hoped fer by every |

lover of humanity—when the mandates of |J :
Of these, one appears to be subordinated to the | tyrants aud the rodomontade of demagogues PeoP(e; besides, the s
other.  Sitting upon the throne of being, the | Will, clike, have heen hushed Ly the teachings NOW enzagedin reatormgtfbe moral er;u.ﬂlbrlum
epiritual seems always to have regarded the | of patriotism,—then will the mind, unwarped of the gallant ex-postmaster of our city, hors
material, simply as the means for its own de- | by foreign will, and emancipated from inward | du com

passion, act with perfect freedom, and hold its |
liberty, by virtue of charters inscribed upon the |

the seal of immutability.
-l e e
lducational, ?

BY GUL. JACOBUS. .
ER 1

We are not deficent in precedent, that in what- |
ever form mind exists, it is not only possible to |
educate it, but that it is really beneficial to the |
subject itself, and also remunerative to the in-
structor. Therefore, let the following ques- |
tions be propounded : Is mind capable of ex- |
pansion? and is reason fortified, and those fa-
culties which are in relation to it, regnlated by |
inculcating knowledge ? What is reasan? 1In
Latin it is ratio, to think, to suppose. In your
own lexicon reason is, * that which is thought, |
or whieh is alleged in words, as the ground E
cause of opinion. Speech is reason's expres- |
sion. Reason is a faculty of thé mind by which |
it distingunishes trath from falsehood, and good |
from evil ; and which enables the possessor tode- I
duceinferences from facts, or from propositions.” |
Why do not children reason so perfectly as !
adults? Is it not becanse they are not mature |
in mental strength and capacity, and not in |
possession of facts by tuition? Are there not |
grades of intellect from the child to the decline |
of age? Are there not differences of this |
power of mind, a8 there are in the foatures and
complexion? To return to the question of what
is reason and its relations: Speech, thought,
opinion, calculation, understanding, discern-
ment, recognition, conclusion, judgment, right
motives, final canse, justice, moderation, de-
bate, argument, prudence, government, mathe-
matics, mechanics, philosophy, art, science, cre-
dence, rejection, passion, pride, humility, fear,
morality, religion, free will, &ec.,—in what do
those properties originate ? Do they not have !
root in the living, infinite intelligence of the
Creator? They lie in unsystematic dreaminess
in the child ; and are wild in uncertain excesses
in the uncultivated mind ; and what is there
but occasional flashes of light over the opaque
degenerate mass ! It requires the lawmp of truth
to illumine and give it strength for its decisions.
Consult the aborigines of all ages and in all
sections of the human family, in juxtaposition |
with those trained in Bible lands—and what is
the result? The sadix of moral power is in the
Bible, although mysteriously associated with
the mind, and when inculcated, gives to theman
a true knowledge «f himself as a moral and
free agent; and it is in this respect he stands
erect in the knowledge of good and evil.

Cicero calls this natural knowledge of good
and evil, law. The knowledge of good and
evil is an attribute by which we recognize, in
the moral laws of God, our natural covenant
bond ; which laws are the laws of nature,
known and reciprocated by us. The Bible is
the foundation of knowledge, and those who
acquire the nearest affinity with its precepts,
acquire those grand prineiples which are char-
acteristic of superiority in an individual or in
a nation, and inspire a confidence in the entire
surrounding world, even in a commercial point
of view. Take America and England, the two
lands where the Bible is given to the people in
their vernacular, and taught in the schools.
By it those nations have risen to be emporiums
of the world's confidence, and will become the
great depositories of its wealth: without it
they will fail, and fall to the grade of those
who have not taken this privilege. Where are
the accomplished Greeks, who called it foolish-
ness ? Fallen, and nought remains of them
but their classic theories inscribed on the maw-
goleum of their departed greatness!

Compare those attributes of reason, and trace
the hand divine ! Dangerous are those awful
agents impelled by a false light! 'Terrible,
when error is engrafted upon them by the lash
of the immoral sceptic master! Whether false
theology of heathen myths, or polemical per-
version of the direct line of revealed truth, the
result is a vicious nature and false character.
But our first proposition argues : can mind be
acted upon and improved by good, and niade
practically bad, by tuition? \Why was the
Bible withheld from the serl and the slave?
Was it not because it would elevate his mind
to be practical in natural law ? and that it would
eat off his fetters as the sure rust, and impel
him to proclaim his own frecdom? And is it
not then capable ol keeping him free? Wilt
thou dare enslave the enlightened Bible-taught
man? He will endure fire and sword, -and
shout liberty, descending down 1o a hopeful
grave !

1s education essential to the progress of a
people ?  ““Knowledge is power,” and the peo-
ple who possess it are a frec people, and pow-
erful to keep themselves free. The well taught
man is a man of comparative power. Is it not
a privilege then, that every person capable of
it, should possess it ? Science and arts are the
result of tuition; which also developes and re-
duces into system the intuitive genius of the
mind.

Education is the food of the mind. civingit |
vigor, and largeness ; it furnishe nnder- |
standing those elements of prociicul utility,
which are necessary in peace as i war, for
personal, as for national prosperity and great-
mess. The clear, well-informed judgment has
confidence in its own conclusions, which enable
its possessor to achieve success. Knowledge
is the basis of moral discipline; it digpifies |
character ; it utilizes the machinery of -the
mind, and brings into active exercise the oth-
erwise latent powers of man. It controls na-
ture in the combination of her varied laws, sub-
dues and harnesses them to our every nse;
from confusion and want bringing order and
plenty, as if the magic of the mind touched
her with its mystic wand, and rehed Ler in ele-
gance and beauty.

WASHINGTON, D. C., THU

such a

Knowledge reciprocates the divine intelli-
gence, which fills all things with life and soul. |

e

and combining the whole

—— - —————
Veice from the Fifth
Pistrict.

——

| .‘laﬂs:)

nY PICKERIXNG.

Two years ago this November, it will be re-

| grow out of the restraints that are laid npon membered that our Fifth Congressional District

was the seene of a lively canvass, which re-
sulted in a triumphant election of the chairman
of the House Reconstruction Committee of the
Forty-first Congress against anamines fram the
vicinity of the Hub. Eighty thousand ma-
jority over was the resalt of this victory of the
the locul eminents, who are

bat for any other political enterprise.
Perhaps, in view ‘of such pronounced defeat
and wide-spread ruins, it were weakness to ez-
pect to find a spirited antagounist guiet, after
recuperative period. Yet, still they
come, and when a prominent daily at the Hub
nominates as General Butler's successor its
well known and able Washington correspon-
dent. we are forced to ask, ““ Who and what are
ye? whence in such questionable shape?'’ It's
a delicate matter to decide between two royal
friends; but it is a fair question, why does one
friend create the perplexity? Does he? We
think, not on the principle of officious friend-
ghip. Dut it is rather regarded as a joke in
this quarter: and might have failed to hecome
a joke, had not the General, in the course of
debate over Whittemore's cadet case, denounced
newspapers without particularly diseriminating.
When one remembers the impudence and au-
dacity of the Brooks letter in that case, and the
constantly recurring stories eooked up by cor-
respondents in place of news, and this practice
g0 great g hindrance during the war, and that
to these lies and boasted complications in ras-
cality, may be assigned two-thirds of the pub-
lic want of confidence in the * news,”’ itis not
wonderful that Mr. Butler indignantly repu-
diated and denounced generally such a class,
and perhaps without his usual guarded dietion.
It is wonderful, however, that a paper free from
guch faults, one fairly supplied by men of integ-
rity, as I believe the correspondents of the
Boston Journal are—** Perley” in particular,
that such a cap should be fitted on in editorial.
Regarding Ben. Perley Poore, Esq., of the
Journal stall’ at Washington as a gentleman of
honor, integrity, and experience, the leader
scemed humiliating, relieved only by the im-
partial and business-like report of Mr, Poore
without comment. We have since regretted,
that he commented on the subsequent explana-
tion of General Butler. :

We know of no other motives for the inter-
ference in what has been thns far well. Old
Essex county has managed matters quite as
well as Suflolk ; and her devotion has been re-
wariled with success, There is no reason to be-
Jieve she wants advice, and the quantities at
hand insure no lack when she wants it; though
her masses may desire a man to represent her,
wha dares deny and show up a corrupted press,
or corrupted legisiation. Benjamia Batler, has
the hearts of the 13,000 whose ballots were
cest for him, a year ago last November, as well
does his consistent record retain that love.

ITe gave the country the first uncompromising
mark of patriotism, amid the excited fire-eat-
ing democracy of the Charleston Convention.
He gave the first evidence that the general
government meant war when it put on the har-
nesg, at New Orleans, when the flag was to be
desecrated. Gien. Wool exhibited that same
spirit while, I think, at Fortress Monroe. But
we cannot forget that all this was a “leap into
the dark,"” viewed from a political stand point,
but intensely and solely patriotie, judged by
its own merits. We knew him as a Democrat,
—have felt again and again his withering sar-
casm, more destructive in our helplessness;
but even then, we knew him undeniably a man
of the people. To-day, we kauw him as aman
of conviction, of ability and statesmanlike
tendency.  VWe want Gen. Butler to complete
his creation—{first stage, the contraband ; next,
the freedman; and lastly, the American citi-
zen in peaceful enjoymeant of political rights.
We know Essex county wanis him there, and
g0 do we for our Tennessee and Kentucky
friends need succor; and if all the measures in
Congress are as sure of passage, a8 he is of the
privilege of debating them asa member, more
would be done in Congress than is anticipated.

- -_-‘-—.-.—
A Volee from Southern New York.

BY WM. 1. LESTER.

Siw : I have just learned that such a paper as
the New FEra, was in existence, Thail it with
much joy, as a medium through which we ean
speak for ourselves, or have the pleasure of
reading the letters of others, who are endowed
perhaps with fair views and good suggestions.
I am also pleased to know that we have men
of our own color among us, who feel it a duty
to start a good paper of uselul influence and
general knowledge, and not to have to depend
entirely upon our white friends for what we
can eupply ourselves. It is evident that we
have men, of marked ability enough, and
duly qualified to perform the duties as editors
of a good paper in our own ranks. And I hope
soon to hear from the pen of my noble friend
“IFrederick Douglass.” The time has at last
approached when we must rely upon our own
resourceg, and [ am constrained to believe, that
there are men of our own complexion that ean
give us a good show ol their prowess by wield-
ing the pen as they would the sword. And
since the ratification of the fifteenth amend-
ment, we as a class must look forward for
gomething more to do, than we used to do in
those days of darkness when everything was
against the “Black Man,” But thisis a new
era, in which we live, and it now behooves us to
use all possible means to gaineducation, culture
and development; and no pains should be
spared to gain these facilities. Without these
points we are unfit to follow the course marked
out for us by the hand of destiny, and hope
that our people in the South may not forget
what side to lend their suffrages to; and they
should vot forget those, whose bodies now lie
mouldering in the dust.

1 sometimes think how pleasant it must be to
those true and “immortal” beings, viz : Abra-
ham Lincoln, Thaddeus Stevens, and many
others who fought shoulder to shoulder to bring
about this result, that we mightbe made men in
our own right. 'We should always think of them
with due reverence, when we look upon the
crowning acts which bloomed out in 1870, and
which those men started years ago, but were
called away, and others must finish in their

Exclusive teaching, or teaching of the few, | stead.

is not the natural view-of this gruud question ;|
we want the education of the masses, thereby |

1t is true that we have one colored Senator
out of seventy-one; but the time, I hope, is

giving form and substance to the peculinr} near at band when we can count more. Iwould

like to see some of our Northern States throw
away their prejudice, apd send a colored mem-
ber to Congress ; then we would feel as if things
were moving in the proper channels; but it is
too much like war times—i{ you are not in

the ring, or your name on the slate, you mast |

condescend fo “‘red tape ''—consequently you
must remain outside. I am sorry, too, thuta
portion of the Republicans in this State (New
York) are about to withdraw from the party,
forsooth, to form a Temperance ticket. I am
in for the cause of temperance, and I hope the
majority of our people are ; but thig will do us
no good yet, materially. “ecause there are yet
measuids which musl be j.;;tl.:ll lis, uu'.i, veiore
some new party can be started, I fear things
will find a retrograde movement. I think that,
without the aid of the Republican party, our
status as regards political liberty, and, in fact,
the freedom of our brothers South, would have
been literally defunct. I am of the opinion
that, if those that propose to leayve the Republi-
can party, should succeed in forming even a
minority, why it will have the effect to
strengthen the Democratic party: so that we
may lose the State officers again, as we did in
1868 ; and in that case, there comes a return
of confidence to Democragy, and, in reality, I
believe that they will gend their secret agents
and money to the South, and endeavor (to use
a military phrase) to tarn the cnemy's weapons
upon them, as we are aware that some of our
people are like the whites who love the al-
mighty dollar. It blinds them so that, if not
looked after, they may be induced to give the
Democrats a vote; but I hope that there may
not be one such in the ranks.

I should blush with shame to know that even
one should so vote after being told who and
what party to cast their suffrage for. I had to

laugh to see the Demoerats of Elmira, N. Y., |

at their municipal election, March lst, teasing

the colored men to vote on their side, telling |

them that they helped them at their donations
and assisted them to build their churches, efe.;
also saying to them that they counld vote that
ticket, and no one would suspeet their disloy-
alty to the Republican party.

try and fool old voters here, in *‘ York State,”
of course they will try and wheedle the colored

voters of the Seuthern States. Watch #Mary- |

land,” and see that the interior cowhties are
properly canvassed by competent
Baltimore. I heard enough to
how the people of some ¢f the
would go, if left to the new v
I had some talk with a fe
spirits among the colored
pression that I received dig'not set very nicely
on me a8 a soldier, after Fhad toiled, worked,
and tramped over the different 3tates for near
three years; and we ghust suffer none to be
thrown away. {

You should cer
.

dred thousand su
Senator Revels Correct. /

L BY LEWIS H. DOUGLAES.

wer counties
rs themselves;
of the leading
ple, and the im-

#ily have at least one hun-
Tibers for your paper.

A correspondent of the New York Indepen-

dent, indulging in a criticism of the speech of |

Senator Revels on the Georgia bill, charges
him with making a few overstalements, and
says: ‘‘Butwhen he proclaimed that the peo-

ple of the North owe the colored race a deep |

obligation which it is no easy matter to fulfill,
he certainly made one. 'The deeper obligation
is on tho other side. It is true, as Mr. Revels
says, that when the federal armies were thinned
by death and disaster, additional force was
gained in the sable soldier, who, at the eleventh
hour, were mustered in to fight for the enfran-
chisement of their race. But before that hour
came the land was planted thick with the flower
of northern youth, who died for them. They
fought for themselyes. And the race that
would not arm and fight to the death for its
own liberty, would deserve to perish,”

Just in what the * deeper obligation” is on
the other side, the writer does not make clear,
unless it be the statement that “ the land was
planted thick with the flower of northern
youth,” who died for the freedom of the black
man, or in attempting to secure freedom for
bim. We hold that the black man is under no
deep obligation to the people of the North for
his enfranchisement ; that theland is notplanted
with the flower of northern youth who died
fighting for the freedom of the negro.

The fact is, the youth of the North fought to
pteserve the Union from disruption ; and the
Government of the United States was the more
easily enabled to fill its armies by a declaration
from Congress, made early in the war, that the
institution of slavery was not to be interfered
with, Officers commanding the armies-of the
Union, engaged in hunting down and returning
to disloyal masters their ¢laves, and, in one or
two instances, warned the black man thatif he
dared assert his right to liberty he should be
crushed with an iron hand, and these acts were
applauded throughout the North.

When it became evident to the President of
the United States, as Commander-in-Chief of
the Army and Navy, that it would be impossi-
ble to crush the rebellion without depriving
the rebels of that element of strength which
furnished food, assisted in the manufaclure of
ordnance, and built fortifications, he issued a
proclamation emancipating slaves in the rebel-
lious portions of the nation. How was this
received by the “flower of Northern youth?”
Did they wish to take up arms to make that
proclamation effectual? Our recollection is
that they did not. It became necessary for the
Government to pass, and enforce, conseription
laws, to place before the “ youth ' of the North
inducements in the shape of heavy bounties to
take up arms and defend a country that had
been to them just, true, and regardful of their
every interest.

At this juncture, the black man is allowed
to fight, simply becaunse it was absolutely ne-
cessary ; the Union armies were being defeated
on every battle-field, the ** flower of Northern
youth”” were not coming up to die for the free-
dom of the black man as rapidly as the safety
of the nation demanded, hence the sable sol-
diers took places in the decimated armies of the
Union, and their pay was to be that of which
they had been robbed, viz: their freedom.

How absurd is it to claim that to restore to
8 person that of which you have robbed him
places him under obligation to you.

We hold that the right of the black man to
freedom always existed, and that the United
States, in depriving him of the exercise of that
right, committed a gross outrage upon him, the
full measare of which can never be determined,
80 monstrous has been its evil effect; and that
allowing him, after much importuning on his
part, to take up arms and assist in preserving
the union of States, does not place him under
deeper obligations to the people of the North
than they are under to him. Abraham Lincoln,
the emancipator, looked upoun the blood spilled
in the war and the graves filled by defenders of

Well, the up- |
shot of the matter is, if they are so bold as to |

en from |
nvince me |

ey
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| the nation, as an stonement for the crimes and
countless outrages perpetrated upon a weak and
defenseless race with the sanction of the people
of the North ; as evidence of this read these
words from his inaugural address of 1865 :

** Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray,
that this mighty scourge of war may soon pass
away. Yetif God wills that it continne until
all the wealth piled by the bondman’s two hun-
dred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be
sunk, and until every drop ol blood drawn with
the lash shall be paid with another drawn by
the sword, as was said three thousand years
dgo, so still it must be said: The judgments

of the Lord are true aud righteous altogether.” |

Whils (il Lladh wan is deepiy gra.eful for

his enfranchisement, I trust that he will not
consider himself as being under unfathomable
obligation to a people for restoring to him that
of which they had robbed him, such restora-
tion being accompanied with no repentance of
the wrong done, but simply wrung from their
necessities,

———

Whistlin.

BY FPHRAIM EWANCE.

Whislin, We du not mo how old the art uy

whislin iz ; but we hev no dowt that Noer had

| sum noleg uv the art, ur how wood he hev got
the yaller dog in the ark ?

The yaller dog iz trecherus & juges uther
foks by hizsell. and thar 4 it must hev tuk no
small amount uv whislin & coaxin such az ean
b guv with the fat, &e., 2 git the yaller dog 2
go in & save hizself, & the dog famile in gene-

But b-4 we go further, we say the art, &
|we juj it 2 b an art az much 80 az it iz an art
fur a dog 2 kech hiz tail,—still it iz ezy enuff
dun in both cases ; the dog can ketch hiz tail
if it iz long enuff, & hiz percyverance & pa-
shence iz ekal 2 the emergency uy the case; &
enny body kin whisle if tha only no how, tho
it iz not every body who trize that az a whisler
he iz a snccess. Tiz not every man that kin
git up a respectable whisle, enny more than
{ enny man cud eat uv a buzzard pot-pie unnoinly,
& when told uv the fact, cud check the rizin
' emoshuns within hiz brest. The grate trubble
seems 2 b 2 git the mouth—with which awl
| Simona Puare whislin shud b dun—in the proper
shape. But that shud not b so much trubble,
az awl u hev 2du iz 2 git sum green persim-
| muns, & placin them in the mouth, slowly
' masticate them & swaller the juee, & if that

ral.

| duz not git up a good mouth far whislin, u ma
 az well giv it up az a bad job. We du not no

who the man wuz that' invented whislin, but
| we r by whislin az Sanco Panza, in Don Quixot,
| wuz by sleep. Blessed iz the man who invented
'fsleep. sez he, & blessed iz the man who in-
| vented whislin, sez we. Whislin duz more 2
| suth our greefs—our wos allay—than enny
 thing we can git fur the same price. Whislin
iz uzed by a grate menny peple, & fur a grate
' menny purposes, & we du not jest now no uv
fenny thing that wood conveniently take its
| place. Thar iz a grate menny kinds uy whisliu,
| The Bible tells uy 7 kinds uv kissin; bat we
think thar iz more kinds uy whisliu than that.
Thar iz the common whistle which we hear al-
most evry time we go out uv doors uzed by no-
body in partickler & every body in general.
| Then thars the signal whisle, thar iz the whisle
| fur company, thar is the exklamatory whisle
when u kech holt uv enny thing hot & put it
down without enny body telling u, ur az if it
wuz heavy. Thar iz the joyful whisle, thar iz
the whisle uv amazement az when a boy 1st
sees the clephant,

Thar iz the carless whisle uv the enterprizin
Yankee when whitlin with hiz jack-nife, &
menny more whisles cud we menshun, more
esspeshally if we shud git belo the simon pure,
fur instance thar iz the cheerfull whisle uv the
wind uv a cold nite, & a feller about 4 miles
from home without hiz overcote. Then thars
the pleasant whisle uv the minne ball & bullets
in general, but that'l da far the kinds. Sum
foks hev more whisle than athers, tho awl are
born with a free & ekal rite tu it. Sum foks
hev sich poor whisles that tha air obleeged to
wet them, & sum wet their whisle so much that
u cant git a full grown whisle out uvthem enny
moren u ‘‘kin make a silk pus outen a sows
ear.” Whislin properly belongs tu the male
porshun uv mankind, fur tiz sed “ A whislin
woman & a krowin hen never cams 2 a good
end.” This shud b a warnia 2 wimin who im-
magin whislin ther fort, fur in nuthin duz a
persun git wus fooléd than in undertakin sum.
thin which iz not ther fort. Like the man who
sent hiz fotograft legal tenders he hed got frum
a firm in Gotham 2 tresarer spinner fur re-
dempshun found that foolin the Government in
that wa wuz not hiz fort. Tho it seams tu b
the fort aw sum 2 bilk Unecle Sam. Whislin
kin caws menny kurius things.  We hev when
a boy bin sittin in the house with our Father &
Mother lisnin 2 the story uv the boy whe never
told a lie ur sumthin ekally instruckstive, when
awl 2 wunst our ears wood b saluted with a pe-
cular whisle, & uv a sudden we wood recollect
we hed forgot sumthin, & we wood start down
stairs fur it & jest az like az net it wood take
us 2 or 3 ours to find it. We hav notist sum
boys begin 2 whisle az soon az tha git in the
dark.

We hav a dog (not & yaller dog) & il we go
2 the door & whisle, it seems 2 exzert an in-
flewence over hiz hole body—he will cum rite
up wagin his continuence. We wunce herd uv
a man who had lost & dog in a misterins maner
& a few daz after wards he went in 2 a butcher
shop & begin 2 whisle, when a pile uv fresh
sawsages started wagin to-ward him. Wewood
-not enjoy our selves so much when we go 2 the
Theater, if it wuz not fur the boys whislin in
the gallery, & az whislin iz uv so much benefit.
we hope awl will try & avail themselves uv the
advice contained in this & try & b what tha

shud b—a successful whislin.
el R P —

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.

C ———
Letter from Kansas City, Mo.
Kaxsas Crry, Mo., March 19, 1870.
To the Editor of the New Era : ’

Here we are in this far off city of the West,
waiting the official proclamation making the
fifteenth amendment a part of the organic law
of the land. We had hoped it would rench us
in time to register as voters for the ensning
spring election. Under the resolution of Sena-
tor Drake a]l desiring to vote are required to
register at every consecutive election, The
time of registration has been extended till the
21st instant, and it may be that the official
proclamation will reach us before that time
expires. In the meantime, quite a canvass is
being made of the colored people, and a stirring
appeal is given to their loyalty and immediate
interests, with the hope that they may be in-
fluenced to vote wisely and well. That some
will vote otherwise, we have every reason to
believe, as the frequent mass meetings held
among them under the suspices of the Demo-
cratic Central Committee testify. Not a few,
then, are among us who are willing to vote the
“bread-and-butter policy,” support for their

‘under favorable conditions.
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families, and not unfrequently *‘spirits"” to
arouse the ““inner man,” regardless of the
soucce from whence it emanates, or the serions
consequences which entails.  Democrats
know this, and are harping loudly on the fa-
eility with which the colored votescan be in-
fluenced in their favor. * We could buy the
nigger's vote before the war,” say they, ‘-'ami
P will b dmeb o g y

1t

way WO vy ik u_unt;u.l

But it is to be hoped that the'influence of the
New E=za in this place will be such as to stay
the tide of treason, cn the one hand, and niu!i:.l
indifference to duty and responsibility, oa the
other. Let colored men learn that with their
new-born freedom come inereased respons.-
bilities. The preservation of our freedom is
an impertant trust. It is with us to say whether
freedom to onr race wi .
curse.

Il rrove a blessing or a
Immaunities, neglected or abused, are
as mercies despised. We should likewise re
member that we are scnreely free ; that, how-
éver true we are no lonrer physically bound

hand and foot with chains, still our inds are

yetcramped by circumstances prevailing, which
dwarf their true edlture znd dey r_'ln]rtm,;n:. and
caste, the bane of society, still holds us in penal
ostracism, not only before the whites, but be-

fore ourselves.

Mental slavery, in its results on the mind
and character, is but little short of absolute
bondage, body and soul. The mind must pos-
sess exalted ideas of freedom before its posses-
sor resolves upon making an effort to secure
his freedom ; and to this exalted idea of freedom
and citizenship must we come, if we succeed
honorably in the new vocation to which we
have been lately called.

In view of this, we rejuice at what our fellow
men in Washington are doing to place before the
people a paper which will be & worthy medium
through which public opinion, and ;-spvci:ﬁly
as it regards our race, may be elevated to the
true standard of duty and trust.

Yours, for the right,

Jawes D. Bowssr,
————— _——

Letter From Salem, Sinssachusefis,

To the Editor of the New Era:

The New Era is so oppogtune that it comes
as asense of duty to contribute to its support.
Hitherto, my daily labor has been very hard
and engrossing, rarely affording those moments
of leisure which should produce the fruits of
meditation, but it is otherwise now. There is
one regret that a correspondence from this sec-
tion has less interesting items of the progress
and condition of our people ; that our people
have so little interest in our common weal; and
it must be said, that where such interest is ex-
hibited, it is equivocal, unsatisfuctory and un-
productive. The condition of all masses must
be improved, because susceptible of improve-
ment, because the general tendency of our coun-
try is toward a higher type. OFf us, this may
be specially said in labor matters, if none eth-
er. And the difference between our commau-
nities north and those south, in the matter of
labor alone, vastly in favor of the latter, re-
veals the former asan apparent success. Con-
cisely we say, that north, our labor is nof es-
sential to American industry ; south, it is; and
therefore, presuming upont greater general in-
telligence here, than there, this fact should
sound the alarm to us. I will not amplify here.

Another regret specially felt by the general

reader, who, through your columns, expects to
learn the “situation” in each section, is the
quiet north of Mason and Dixon’s (obsolete)
line, and the unrest south. The quiet is not
to be regretted, if peaceable progress,—if,
north, we are the index of the common destiny
Shall we be? is
the devoted appeal in favor of Hon. G. W.
Julian by the National Executive Committee,
specially, but generally, in construction, too.
I could second that appeal heartily. Our's is
no flippant work of sensation or * spread,” but
the task of impressing the minds of our peo-
ple with the truly noble sentiments of the just
and progressive legislation enacted in our be-
half. The infection of these ideas catch read-
ily now ; and a healthier tone to-day pervades
our community than it ever knew. Localisms
must not choke this ont. We must enlarge
the sphere of our visien. We mustunderstand,
that the fifteenth ameadment is the patent of a
national citizenship, a step in National Recon-
struction, and finally conclude, that the difi-
cult task of all is to hase ourselves firmly upon
the organic law of the land. Congress in-
itiated this. We must support it, till comple-
ted. Do we forget that the local balance of
power given us by this impartial legislation,
may be, as we chose, our impregnable safe-
guard, or our swiit defeat? Boston, Indiana,
and every locality, remember your duty now is
purely national. Your interests, of the neces-
sity of the hour, concentrate upon the doings
of the Forty-first Congress, and its successors.
Is the foundation it lays of less importance
than the superstructure? Pause and reflect, and
let your intelligence ably second your repre-
sentative in the Senate Chamber.
I have diverged, I trust not unprofitably. To
bring a correspondence from this section into
harmony with the Era, may also be to take a
large interest in matters affecting the commaun-
ity as well as the class, TFor the citizen not af-
fected by class legislation, has common inter-
ests in the community.

Bat we trust to hear from the South, and
learn “what cheer’ by cvery issue of this valu-
able journal. Ethiopia shall rise and stretch
her wings. We are just at this consummation,
and fature literature and history, despite what
is said of the grand past, will see if we chose
progress and a grander future. s it too much
to say, that the grandest destiny shadowed to
an alien people prospectively opens to the col-
ored Americans of to-day ?

Yours respectiully,
Fraxx H. Frercuss,

e

The Crosa and the Crown,

——

The cross now—the crown to-mortow. Now
the bed of languishing—to-morrow the throme
of Jesus. What encouragement to * fight the
good fight of faith !” The body now bears the
spirit down ; wait till the dawn of day, and the
spirit will bear the body up. A few breathings
more ip this dull and ogpreasim element, then
all will be health and buoyaney, strength and
gladness, purity and peace—the body changed,
the heart all holy. kEven now the Lord is with
you ; but you cannet se¢e him for the darkness
of night. You walk by faith, not by sight.
Yet you say, ‘I know that my emer
liveth.” He lives—he thinks upon you—he is
with you—he will never leave you nor forsake
i.t::. He is a Friend, a Brother, a Lord—a

iend to guide you by his counsel, a Brother
to :‘implthiu with you in all your sorrow, a
Lord to defend you from all evil and make all
things work together for your good. No safety
but at his side ; no comfort but in his bosom ;

no strength but in his arm ; no holiness but in
his steps.—Hewitson,
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